
From: Shane Dowling [mailto:shanedowling1@bigpond.com]  
Sent: Monday, 4 May 2015 1:00 PM 
To: aschwirtlich@nla.gov.au; sjaensch@nla.gov.au; senator.brandis@aph.gov.au; 'Rohan Goyne'; 
chris.hayes.mp@aph.gov.au; 'senator.seselja@aph.gov.au.'; thomas.bradley@qldbar.asn.au; 
awedutenko@claytonutz.com; dapearso@nla.gov.au; foi@nla.gov.au 
Cc: dforrest@nla.gov.au; amckenzie@nla.gov.au; pkoerbin@nla.gov.au; info@nla.gov.au; 'Senator 
Nick Xenophon' 
Subject: Cease and desist - Corrupt and criminal conduct by the NLA and Anne-Marie Schwirtlich 
 

Dear Ms Schwirtlich – National Library of Australia – Director General and Executive 
Member of Council 
 
Cease and Desist 
 
You have deliberately published defamatory material on the National Library of 
Australia website which you clearly know is full of lies and which clearly implies that I 
have published defamatory material on my website Kangaroo Court of Australia. The 
letter was also deliberately designed by you to put at the beginning of the relevant 
documents on the “Freedom of information disclosure log” to deceive and mislead 
the public regarding what you had really been up to in your and the libraries 
relationship with Kerry Stokes and his son and NLA Chairman Ryan Stokes. (As per 
attached) 
 
In a letter you had sent me on Friday the 1st May 2015 (which is now on the NLA 
website) you say that the NLA stopped archiving my website in 2013 after a 
complaint by Kerry Stokes because of legal proceedings against me and a 
suppression order issued by the court in relation to 2 articles I published about 
Stokes in 2011. 
 
There is no suppression order and never has been or has there ever been any 
legal proceedings against me regarding those two articles. They are and have been 
on my site since I published them in 2011. In 2013 the lawyers at Clayton Utz who 
advised the NLA would have known this.  
 
You say in your letter “when it was brought to the attention of the library that court 
proceedings were underway, a decision was taken to remove access to the archived 
copies. When a court ordered the suppression of material on the website, the library 
consequently decided not to make the archived copies accessible again” 
 
Can you please advise who at the NLA was told there were legal proceedings 
against me in 2013 and who were they told by. E.g. Did the Chairman Ryan Stokes 
tell anyone at the NLA that his father Kerry Stokes had instituted legal proceedings 
and had a suppression order? 
 
Concealment of a crime is a criminal offence 
 
There is nothing stopping the library from making the archived copy of my site 
available to the public. The archived website was last updated at the end of 2012 so 
it could and should be made available to the public. Or you could even re-archive it 
today. 



Kerry Stokes did institute proceedings against me in April 2014 but the 2 articles I 
published in 2011 articles are not part of the proceedings and can never be made to 
be taken down as they have been there more than 12 months which makes them 
exempt from defamation proceedings.  
 
Stokes was well aware of the 2 articles (as the second article is about a legal letter 
from him regarding the first article) and has in effect admitted they are true and 
correct by failing to take action against me and he has no legal basis to complain. 
Kerry Stokes has used the library to try and conceal his perjury which I wrote about 
and that was brought to my attention by the comments of a Federal Court judge in a 
court judgment (as outlined in the articles). By you and the NLA assisting Kerry 
Stokes it could be argued that you and the NLA are assisting in concealing a crime 
which is a criminal offence in itself. 
 
Stokes current court proceedings against me are nothing more than a joke and he is 
currently on the run avoiding the proceedings. They are not even set down for 
another court date. But that is another story that is not the library’s concern. Although 
it is clear the library is acting in collusion with Kerry Strokes, the NLA Chairman Ryan 
Stokes and their lawyer Justine Munsie. 
 
Instructions 
 
I hereby instruct you and the NLA to stop publishing the knowingly and deliberately 
defamatory letter. As per FOI disclosure laws the documents should be published 
but not the dodgy letter. (As previously stated the letter is being published by you to 
deliberately mislead the public and others who read it and to conceal your corrupt 
conduct) 
 
The letter is on the NLA log page which is here: http://www.nla.gov.au/freedom-of-
information-disclosure-log and the specific address for the letter is: 
http://www.nla.gov.au/sites/default/files/dowling_foi_no_3.pdf 
 
There is also a blank page in the documents you sent me so can you please check 
to make sure you have sent all the documents as you are required by law given the 
judgment I won against the NLA. 
 
Can you please advise when this is rectified and advise what action you will take to 
rectify the damage that has already been done to me and my website.  
 
I also note you have not answered all the questions in the email I sent on the 29/3/15 
(As per attached). Obviously the documents that the NLA were forced to finally 
release are very disturbing to say the least. The documents show there clearly is no 
justification for the NLA’S actions and there is clear and blatant corrupt an criminal 
conduct by NLA staff. The documents also show that you had a conversation with 
the Chairman (Ryan Stokes) before any final action was taken by the NLA. What did 
Ryan Stokes say?  
 
Regards 
 
Shane Dowling 

http://www.nla.gov.au/freedom-of-information-disclosure-log
http://www.nla.gov.au/freedom-of-information-disclosure-log
http://www.nla.gov.au/sites/default/files/dowling_foi_no_3.pdf


Kangaroo Court of Australia 

Ph 0411 238 704 
 

http://kangaroocourtofaustralia.com/

